HEV is one of the most important causes of acute clinical hepatitis in adults with particularly high mortality in pregnant women in developing countries, such as China. 1 Although low seroprevalence of HEV infection in pregnant women was reported in Kunming City, Yunnan Province, China in 2011, 2 an outbreak of HEV occurred in the city in 2015 affecting both pregnant women and general population. In the present study, the prevalence of HEV was investigated in Kunming city by ELISA and RT-PCR methods. Results indicated that HEV infection epidemic in Kunming city was associated with swine HEV, and pregnant women in their third trimester were more susceptible to HEV infection.
(<20 IU/L). Results suggested that pregnant women in their third trimester of pregnancy were more susceptible to HEV infection and caused more severe liver lesions, which may partly explain the extremely high mortality rate in the third trimester. Among the serum samples, 8.76% (24/274) of pregnant women and 10.53% (12/114) of the general population were positive to HEV IgG antibody, which was similar to the rate found in 2011 in this city (30/293, 10.24%, p > 0.05). The positivity rates of anti-HEV IgG antibody in the first, second, and third trimesters of pregnancy were 8.89% (8/90), 11.96% (11/92), and 5.43% (5/92), respectively (Fig. 1A) . The highest rate of positive anti-HEV IgG antibody (11/24, 45.83%) was also in the second trimester of pregnancy, similar to that investigated in 2011 in the same city (Fig. 1A) .
One third of IgM positive people (5/15) were also positive to HEV RNA. The complete sequences of HEV, two strains isolated from pregnant women, and one strain from non-pregnant people of the general population were obtained by RT-nPCR according to our previous study. 4 Sequences were submitted to the GenBank database (KR872417 and KR872415 isolated from pregnant women). Phylogenetic analysis indicated that the three human HEV strains belong to HEV genotype 4, sharing 99.3-99.8% homology with each other and 96.8-99.4% similarity to swine HEV strains isolated from 2009 to 2011 in this city (Fig. 1B) . This result indicates that the source of HEV infection in Kunming city in 2015 may originate from the same strain, probably a swine strain.
The high prevalence of HEV infection in Yunnan province may be associated with the traditional raw pork meat 
